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The Importance of Pledging 

A Lesson in Numbers  

By Tanissa Williams-O’Bey 

 

 

21 years ago, the father of a 6-year-old girl entered her into a program that had just 

celebrated 19 years of being open. That summer, many memorable things happened, 

with the most memorable being getting her 2 front teeth knocked out during 1 epic 

jump rope battle royale. Her dad still calls her the Grinch to this day. 

 

Fast forward 4 years, an 11-year-old preteen sold her first masterpiece during “Art in 

the Afternoon,” an auction benefitting the continuation of youth development at the 

Alkebu-Lan Village. While paintings were being sold at about $20-$30 on average, 

her painting sold for over $200.  

 

Let’s add 4 more years into the equation. A 15-year-old teenager passed all require-

ments to be accepted into the Sisters of Ma’at, a sisterhood which stood on 7 princi-

ples: truth, order, justice, righteousness, balance, reciprocity, and harmony. To this 

day, she strives to embody these principles, and believes they will shape her for the 

rest of her life.  

 

10 years after that, at the tender age of 25, this young woman received her black belt; 

the one thing she had still wanted to accomplish, even after traveling/seeing the 

world. 

 

Now, at 26, I am proud to have been affiliated with a program that has taught me for 

21 years to not only be proud of who I am, but to also be proud of who I have been, as 

it will determine who I will be. When I was 6 years old, I had been plucked from an 

environment surrounded by substance abuse, negativity, and mediocrity. Today, at 

almost 26, I am able to stand in a room full of dreamers, doers, and makers. 

 

Somewhere, there are other 6 year olds looking for what we provide. There are many 

young dreamers wanting to become doers, and they can’t do it without the help of 

good Samaritans, willing to support our cause of saving our community, one child at 

a time. They need “heroes”, and there are some in the position to be just that to chil-

dren in need. 

 

It is up to us to take responsibility to our community. Those who stand idly by will 

become those on the wrong side of history. Which side are you on? 
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What A Difference A Day Makes 

By Tanissa Williams-O’Bey 
 

A true Village Baby would know that not a day 

went by without hearing a voice, seemingly giddy, 

humming a tune, followed by only six words: “What 

a difference a day makes…” If one would listen 

sparingly, it would be assumed that the person 

singing may have not known the rest of the words. 

However, those who listened a little more carefully, 

would realize that those were the only words that 

needed to be spoken and heard. Those people would 

be able to internalize the words that had been swal-

lowed by their subconscious minds, and would be 

able to shape them to blend into the narrative that 

best fit their purpose.  

 

 To me, the saying (muttered daily by Marvis 

Cofield) means many things. For one, I think it 

could mean to simply take life one day at a time. 

Most importantly, I think it means that no matter 

what the circumstances, one day is all it takes for 

situations to be improved/changed. The “difference” 

in a day can be the literal 24-hour change, or it can 

be the metaphorical sense, as in sometimes when 

you allow yourself time to reanalyze a situation, 

you are able to detach yourself from it. (for in-

stance, when a difficult decision is needed to be 

made, and someone tells you to “sleep on it” before 

deciding, as if the time allotted to take a step back 

changes your perspective---hint: it does!). In the 

work that some of us have dedicated our hearts and 

time to, sometimes for free, we have our bad days. 

There are times when we feel as though we’ve sac-

rificed too much, loved too freely, and given too 

much of our time for people who don’t value it. 

However, upon putting the negative ideas at bay 

for a night, we often awaken rejuvenated, with our 

faith in our work and dedication to the community 

renewed. The point is, our mindsets can completely 

change in the span of a day, whether we calculate 

that ‘day’ in the literal or figurative sense. 

 

 In our line of work, we are faced each day 

with children who need us. One day, they can be 

open and welcoming to the thought of having an-

other mama or baba. But on some days, and these 

days are the trickiest, they are completely shut 

down. Sometimes, they are completely opposed to 

opening their hearts and minds to other people. On 

those days, we must realize that things may be 

changed tomorrow. The difference in a day, in those 

slim 24 hours can be astronomical, and it is up to 

us to stay committed to the mission: to take it one 

day at a time, always look forward to brighter to-

morrows, and as Mkuu Michael O’Bey says, always 

remember that “wherever we go, there we are”.  

After all, it’s worked for us for 40 years, hasn’t it? 

 


